family.55 It was from here that the horse-
shoe arch reached Asturias in Northern
Spain through the channel of the Moz-
arabic monks who unwilling to live under
a Muslim monarch, left Cordoba during
the reigns of Abd al-Rahman II (822-52
A*D.) and Mohammad I (852-86 AD.).
After the architects of Abd al-Rahman I
had introduced this form of arch into
the great Mosque at Cordoba, the Spanish
Christians began to use it in their church-
es and other public places. According to
Rivoira, the Western Gate of Cordoba
betrays to an experienced eye signs of
alteration, an event which took place in
Muslim times, indicating that the horse-
shoe arch was substituted in place of the
original form of arch.
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